
Fall College 
Information Night

November 14, 2023



Information Locations

Office

Guidance web-page at 
www.hardinnorthern.org

GRIT Classes

Bulletin Board in Senior Hallway

Students need to be responsible for 
seeking out information!

http://www.hardinnorthern.org/guidance/
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High school courses ACT

recommends for all students

English Four years

Mathematics Four years (including Algebra I and above)

Science Three years (including Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

Social Studies Three years

Arts One year

Other Foreign language, visual and 
 performing arts, computer science, etc. 



Types of Degrees/College

Licensure/certificate- short period of 
time.  6 weeks to 1 year

Associate- “2 year degree”

Bachelors- “4 year Degree”- Liberal Arts 
College. Semester vs. Quarter

Masters- 1-3 years in addition to 
Bachelors

PhD- 1-3 years in addition to Masters.



*  College Costs

Associates- $3,000 to $6,000 per year.  
Typically no housing available

Bachelors (BS or BA) Two types of school

Public Schools- OSU, Wright State, BG etc.- 
$8,000 to $20,000 per year.  Housing is 
another $9,000 to $11,000 per year.

Private Colleges- Bluffton, ONU, Findlay etc.-  
$8,000 to $75,000 per year (average around 
$30,000) plus room and board. (Similar to 
Public)



*  How to Choose

Look at information available in Guidance 
office. Summary books for Ohio Schools, 
course description books.
Look at colleges’ web sites.
College visits to HN
College campus visits
Ohiomeansjobs.com
Decide on a major, then pick the degree level 
you need, then pick the school.



Applying for College

Recommend Applying by November 1.

If not 100% convinced on what school to apply to, 
apply to 2 or 3. (one public, one private, one 2 
year)

Application fee is between $20 and $80.

Take your time.  Type any essays you need to write 
and attach them.

Include as many activities as you can think of.  Put 
together a list of your activities.

Apply on-line or hard copy, need transcript sent from 
HN to college.  (If you have done dual credit or 
PSEO/CCP class, you need to have the college send a 
transcript as well)



Admissions

Open Admissions- College that will take any 
student with a high school diploma.

Selective Admissions- Student must meet the 
colleges admissions requirements.  Only take 
the top applicants

Rolling Admissions- will accept applications 
throughout the year

Early Decision (binding) vs. Early Action (non 
binding)

Test Optional



Admissions continued 

College will notify you of acceptance or 
rejection within a couple of weeks (usually)

Admitted without restrictions means that you 
have met all requirements.

Admitted conditionally means that you have 
something left to complete in the admission 
process OR you have course work that you 
will need to “make up” at the college to stay 
in good standing.

Final Transcripts



Things that look good on 
applications. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

GPA

Attendance

School participation

Awards and recognitions.

ACT/SAT scores

It’s not too late to get involved, especially in 
community service.

Essay- have someone proofread!



College Entrance Exams

Two Tests- most colleges accept either.

HN CEEB number is 361-970

ACT- Science, Math, English, Reading = a composite 
score.  20 is average.  30 (99 percentile) will get you 
into any school. 

Note:  colleges look at all four areas to determine 
college readiness and many schools will mix and 
match scores from multiple testing attempts.  (Super 
Score)

Some colleges are requiring students to take the 
writing component of the test.  See 
www.act.org/aap/writingpref for complete list

http://www.act.org/aap/writingpref


Average ACT Scores by 
Core Curriculum Completion Status, 

2007–2011

For each year from 2007 to 
2011, ACT Composite and 
subject scores were higher for 
students who took a core 
curriculum or more in high 
school than for students who 
did not.

On average, high school 
graduates who completed at 
least a core curriculum earned 
Composite test scores 2.2 to 
3.1 points higher than the 
scores of students who did not 
take a core curriculum. Similar 
ranges of higher scores for 
core or more curriculum 
completers are noted for each 
subject test: English (2.5 to 
3.5 points), Reading (2.2 to 
3.0), Mathematics (2.3 to 3.0), 
and Science (2.0 to 2.7).

Took Core or More

Took Less Than Core



College Entrance Exams cont.

SAT- Verbal, Math, and writing combine 
to give a composite score.

2100 will get you into any school you 
want.  800 possible on each section.  
2400 total.

Writing portion is now a part of the core 
test.

Test optional admissions vs test 
optional scholarship.  
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Remember 

Test scores are only 

one factor used for 

college admission

and scholarship 
decisions.



Paying for College

Financial Aid comes in several types

Scholarships- merit based.  Is not repaid.

Grants- money earned because of financial 
need/hardship. Is not repaid

Work Study- money is earned from the 
college attending in exchange for physical 
work.  You work for university.  This money 
does not count against you on next FAFSA.

Loan- money borrowed from a bank, 
government, or college- must be paid back 
with interest. 



Scholarships

The more local the scholarship, the better chance 
you have.

Apply for scholarships from the school(s) you apply 
too.   separate application?

Watch for scholarships that you qualify for because 
of a unique characteristic.

Check the HN guidance web page regularly for a 
current list of scholarships available in the guidance 
office.  www.hardinnorthern.org

Every scholarship that the guidance office receives is 
emailed to all seniors.  Check email!

http://www.hardinnorthern.org/


FAFSA

Fill out the FAFSA form after January 1.  Based on 
the 2022 year’s earnings for parent(s) and student. 
Prior, Prior year.

Allows the federal and state governments to 
determine what grants and loans you are eligible for.

Most colleges use the FAFSA form to determine what 
college grants they will give you.  Watch deadlines! 

PIN numbers are no longer used, but you must have 
an FSA ID at https://fsaid.ed.gov. Both student and 
Parent need one.  NOTE do not use same email 
address!

https://fsaid.ed.gov/


Grants/Loans

Grants do not have to be paid back. 
Some students filling out the FAFSA 
form will get some Grant money.

Government loans are usually low 
interest loans that don’t have to be paid 
back until out of college. (grad or not)

Bank loans should be a last resort!!

Avoid loans if at all possible!!



Work Study

Many colleges will offer you 
employment at the college in exchange 
for tuition/room and board.

Earnings do NOT count against you on 
the next year’s FAFSA form!! Where as 
employment at a factory or restaurant 
do!!



2024-2025
Financial Aid 
Process
Faith Phillips
Director, Student Financial Services
Ohio State Newark & Central Ohio Technical 
College



The Financial Aid Process begins with the FAFSA Form

StudentAid.gov
• The Free Application for Federal Student Aid
• Watch for websites not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. Department of 

Education (ED) that charge a FEE. 

• Do not to pay for assistance that is provided for free.

http://www.studentaid.gov/


2024-2025 Financial Aid Timelines

For students beginning 
enrollment Fall 2024 

(possibly Summer 
2024)

Typically 
available 

online 
October 1. 
2024-2025 

DATE yet to be 
Announced. 

Submit 
early/meet 

college FAFSA 
Priority Date

**Early application  
allows time to 

compare aid offers 
and could maximize 

aid eligibility

Student does not 
need to be admitted 
to submit the FAFSA**College may not review 

FAFSA/offer aid until admitted

Re-apply/submit 
the FAFSA every 

year

**2025-2026 
FAFSA should go 
live on October 1, 

2024



Factors that determine the SAI: 
◼ Student and parent income (taxed and untaxed) for 

2022
◼ Assets
◼ Family Size

Index figure 
used by 

schools to 
determine 

eligibility for 
aid

Calculated 
results from 
information 
provided on 
the FAFSA

Calculated 
using a 
formula 

established by 
law

Same figure 
reported to all 

schools

Student Aid Index



Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID
Account username and password 

◼ Legal electronic signature 

Required to access the FAFSA form
◼ Required of all students and parents

Request at least 3 days before starting FAFSA

You will need:
◼ Social Security Number

 Parent that does not have an SSN will have separate verification process
◼ Using information from credit bureaus
◼ This process is NOT available yet

◼ Mobile number and email address
 Do not use school email address
 Each parent and student must have separate mobile number and email



Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA)

Creating FSA ID requires use of MFA

Use MFA one-time code by: 

◼ Email

◼ Text

◼ Authenticator app (download from mobile store)

When FSAID is created you are presented with a one-use back-up code

◼ WRITE THIS DOWN (You will not be presented with it again)

◼ Used to access account if you cannot use any other MFA

◼ Once used, MFA is disabled. Re-enable in your account settings

◼ If you cannot log in with MFA or backup code call 1-800-433-
3243



Student FAFSA® 
Form Landing Page



Contributors 
Anyone who provides information on the FAFSA

Student (and spouse if married)

Parent/Parents (for dependent students)



Overview of 
Contributors 
to the FAFSA

Designed to allow each contributor to 
complete the portion pertinent to them. 

Each contributor must provide consent and 
approval for retrieval and disclosure of their 
Federal Tax Information (FTI).

All contributors must complete and sign their 
respective sections.

An incomplete application will not have an SAI 
calculated and the applicant will not be eligible 
for federal, state and some institutional aid. 



Parent of Record on the FAFSA

Biological or 
Adoptive Parent(s)

• If not married BUT living together report BOTH parents

If biological parents 
are divorced or 
never married: 

• Provide information for the parent that provides most financial support in 12 months 
prior to completing the FAFSA. 

• EVEN if the student does not live with that parent. 

• If support provided is equal, report for the parent with the greater income and assets.

• If parent is re-married, report information about their spouse (student’s step-parent)



Student Provides Consent

• By providing consent, the 

student’s federal tax information is 

transferred directly into the 

FAFSA® form from the IRS. 



Introduction: Student Personal Circumstances



Student: Tell Us About Your Parents



Dependent Student Invites Parents to FAFSA® Form
• The student is asked to enter personal information about their parents to send them an invite to their FAFSA®.

• Student must know parent(s) DOB and SSN to invite.  



Student Tax Return Information
• The student is asked questions 

about their 2022 tax return. The 

student enters a response in 

each entry field.

• If the student filed a 2022 federal 

tax return, all other tax 

information is transferred from 

the IRS.



Student Assets • Assets are as of the date the form is signed. 



Student College Search
The student searches for a 

school by entering a state, 

city, and/or school name. 

Students can select to send 

their FAFSA information to a 

maximum of 20 schools.



Student Signature
After agreeing and signing, 

the student is able to 

submit their section of the 

FAFSA form. 

Since parent information 

has not been provided, the 

FAFSA form is not 

considered complete and 

can’t be processed yet. 



Student Section Complete
The student is reminded that their form 

is not completed and can’t be 

submitted until the parent completes 

the contributor section of the form and 

signs it. 



Student’s Parent Email

This view 

demonstrates a 

parent opening the 

FAFSA invitation 

from their email. The 

parent selects “Log 

In" and is taken to 

StudentAid.gov.



Parent Log In



Parent Contributing to the FAFSA® Form

This page provides information about being a contributor on a FAFSA® form.



Parent Provides Consent

• This page informs the parent about 

consent. 

• By providing consent, the parent’s 

federal tax information is transferred 

directly into the FAFSA® form from 

the IRS. 



Parent Family 
Size

• This page asks the parent if their 
family size has changed since 
filing their 2022 tax return.

• If yes, parent may update.
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Parent Number in College
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Response does not impact student aid eligibility. 



Parent Assets

• Child Support Received is 
for the last complete 
calendar year.  

• All other assets are as of 
the date the form is 
signed. 
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Assets NOT reported
Primary residence

Life insurance plans

• PERS/STERS

• 401K

• Pension funds

• Annuties

• Non-education IRAs

• KEOG plans

Retirement Plans 



Assets Reported  
Real estate (not the home you live in)
Rental property
Trust funds
Business and/or investment farm value

◼ Market value of land, building, machinery, equipment, inventory, etc. 
Uniform Gifts to Minor Act accounts (UGMA and UTMA)
Money market funds; mutual funds; stocks; stock options; bonds; certificates of deposits
Other securities and Commodities
Installment and land sale contracts 
Qualified education benefits and education savings accounts/529 savings plans/Coverdell savings plans/refund value of prepaid tuition plans

Report the Net Worth of Assets:
◼ Value today minus debt
◼ Negative value is reported as Zero



Parent Signature
On this page, the parent 

acknowledges the terms and 

conditions of the FAFSA® 

form and signs their section. 

Since all required sections 

are complete, the parent can 

both sign and submit the 

student’s FAFSA form. 



Student FAFSA® Confirmation
Upon submitting the student’s 

FAFSA® form, the parent is presented 

an abbreviated confirmation page. 

The student will receive an email with 

the full, detailed confirmation.

 With the student and parent sections 

completed and signed, the FAFSA 

form is now considered complete and 

submitted for processing. 



Financial 
Aid Office 
Review

• Verification of Income

• 2022 Tax returns/w2s

• Family Size

• Identity and statement of educational 
purpose

• Documentation of high school 
completion

May require 
additional 

information

• Sent by email or regular mail

• Amount of Aid awarded from each 
program

• How and when aid is disbursed

• Terms and conditions of student’s offer

Determines 
Financial 
Aid Offer



Contact 
Information:

Feel free to reach out to the OASFAA Outreach Committee with any questions:
Outreach@oasfaa.org

 

mailto:Outreach@oasfaa.org
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What happens next?

Each school will tell you how much aid you 
can get at that school.

Once you decide which school to attend, 
keep in touch with the financial aid office 
to find out when and how you will get 
your aid.

Don’t be afraid to negotiate or leverage a 
college.  



Athletic Scholarships

NCAA Clearinghouse is for students 
competing at Division 1 or 2 NCAA schools.

Register any time during senior year

Register at www.NCAA.org Cost is $50

Must meet minimum standards in 16 core 
courses and ACT/SAT score.

Division III does not give scholarships

NAIA also has a clearinghouse 
www.playnaia.org cost is $60.

http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.playnaia.org/
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Don’t eliminate any college 
because of costs before 
receiving financial 
assistance information!

Remember … 

check with college officials 
for the most current costs.



Final Thoughts 

Be creative: look for 2 plus 2 programs 
or 3 plus 1 programs

The career you will obtain must be able 
to support the cost of the schooling it 
takes.  Make sure the debt burden is 
worth the earning potential.

Call the admissions counselors and ask 
questions!



Final Thoughts continued

Apply to more than one school.

Compare financial offers from each 
school.  Mid December.

Attend the school that offers what you 
want to study and fits your financial 
situation.



Time Line

Fall of 2023- Take ACT one last time?  ACT.org

September-October Visit campus!

October 1, narrow your college list to 3 colleges if 
possible

October 1, FAFSA opens fafsa.gov 

December 1- applied to all colleges being considered

February-March- all colleges should report to you 
financial aid package.  

March- compare colleges and decide.

Declare



Declare your E!  Enlist, Enroll, 
Employ

Email Mr. Wilson at 
andy.Wilson@hardinnorthern.org with 
your E.

Enlist, include military branch.

Enroll, include college and major 
(undecided is ok)

Employ, include what type of work you 
will be seeking.  Example: Construction

mailto:andy.Wilson@hardinnorthern.org


Question and Answer Time

Review materials on the guidance 
webpage at 
hardinnorthern.org/guidance

Thanks for coming!!
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